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First “aneuvers: June 1950 o

The June 1950 maneuvers cn the Gulf of Riga lasted three weeks and
involved from four to six foviet Army divisions. Operations began in
the sector between Riga and Cesis (57-271, 25-15F) and were directed
arainst the islands of Saaremaa and Hiiumaa, which were occupied by a
hypothetical enemy.

Assisting in the operaticn were units of the Foviet Havy, includine scme
L3 suhmarines an? an undetermined mumber of ¥T boats. Tor the duration
of the maneuvers the submarines and I'T boats were separated lrem the
Jurisdicticn of the Baltic Fleet.

“he CGaujas roligoens, an extensicn made in 1943 of the pre-war Tatvian
maneuver area north of the Cauja 2iver and scie 20 kilometers nertheast

of Rira, formed the base for Lhe operations arainst the islands in the
culf,

The frllowing foviet Army units v.ere identified as taking part in the
mancuvers of June 1950: :

211th I[nfantry Divisicn, base unknovmn;

257th Infantry Division, staticned in the Sigulda
(57-13N, 2l~50T) area and based on Cesis at the
opening of the maneuvers;

7L7th Infantry Regiment, stationed in the Carnikava
(57-78M, 24-15E) arca and based on laltmale

(57-10%, 25-04E) at the opening of the maneuvers;
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Loth Artillery Division, stationed south of Riga and based
between Cesls and ralimale at the opening of the
maneuverss

257th Artillery Regiment, stationed in the Zanjas Foligons.

N

. Some of the participating units viere staticned in the Soviet Zone of
Cermany during 1647 and 1¢k8.

6. The following critique of the maneuvers was obtained from mewbers of
the headguarbers of the 257th Infantry Divisien:

a. The trocps altacking zcross the Culf of Higa showed a lack of
arcressive spirit. Cocxdinaticn of operations ameng the several
units was also faulty.

b, feverely criticized were the numerous accidents which oceurred
vnen the arvored units were thrown across the Cauja River.

¢. Vamly comended were the discipline and spirit shown by the
defenders of Saaremaa island. Also praiscworthy was the smo-th
funeticning of the communications systen throughout the maneuvers.

d. The participating Soviet Air rforce units, which had recently heen
trancferred to Latvia from the imusinsk (S3-L3N, 9L-LOFE), Siberis,
region, demonsbrated a fine areréssive spirit.

Second ‘laneuvers: August 1950

7. The Aurust 195" manecuvers in the Riga area werc carried out under a
particularly close security screen. Civilians were rigorcusly excluded
from the zenes of operations. These measures led observers tc believe
that some of the units taking part were manned by rossibly unreliable
Latvian elements drafted into the Soviet Army since 1948, The wmancuvers

| lasted from 2 to 23 August.

8. 'he object of the maneuvers involved an attack on the sector of the
Courland Peninsula between Roja (57-31H, 22-50L) and “leersrags
(57-22N, 23-08E) by troops based on Tulkums (S6-55N, 23-10F), west of
Ripa, and the Gaujas roligons, east of Riga. Large nmubers of airborne
troops tock part in the operations. :

9. The airborne rractice featured the testing ¢f a new rparachute relcase
belt which was calculated to detach the parachute immediately upon the
landing of the soldier., The apparatus proved to be unreliable and
caused mreerous casualties, Some 60 paratrocpers were drowned in the
Engures Lake (57-157, 23-00F) alone during the operaticn. The
316th Infantry Begiment was particularly hard hit by accidents.
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